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Altoona Christian Church 

The Welcome News  
òTouched by Christ to Care and Serveó The Rev. Tom Felts 

Interim Pastor 
éé. 

The Rev. Natalie Dixon 
Associate Pastor February 2011 

M&M Puppets and Chime Choir is a group of kids from 

3rd grade to 6th grade, that meet at Altoona Christian 

Church from 2:15 pm to 4:30 pm on Wednesday afternoons.  They 

start their time together by enjoying a snack,  and spend the afternoon 

working on playing the chimes, puppeteering and God Rods.  This group has been 

meeting for several years during Southeast Polkôs early out time.  Thanks to the    

dedicated adults, the children get to experience and develop a variety of talents.  

Thank you to Paulette Craggs, Georgia Woodward, Pastor Natalie Dixon and Shelly 

Allen for their commitment and hard work.  The group is looking for volunteers to be 

able to continue the tradition for the following years.  If you are interested in helping 

out,  please contact Georgia Woodward or Pastor Natalie for more information. 
There are more photographs on page 5 of what the troop has done throughout the past year. 
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The Moatsô family friend, Scott Torres and 

his family; Eleanor Miller; Becky and Jay 

Rosenberger and their grandson, Nickolas 

Cecchi and their daughter, Angie Cecchi; 

Ken and Carla Briggsô grandsons, Keaton 

and Kyle Pratt and their family; Carol 

Genovese and her sister, Georgia Kost; the 

Barron family and Irvôs sister, Betty Darst; 

Marvin & Juanita Sheets; Alex Champion; 

Maddie Landwehr; Charlie Mayfield; 

Wendy Toddôs aunt, Mrs. Bristow; Carol 

Suttonôs mom, Ruth Morrow, and her sister 

in law, Jolene Tompkins.  Lonita McLeanôs 

cousinôs daughter, Karli Bruxboort; Connie 

Miersô father, Leroy Iverson; Geneva 

Huston; Vee Rehor; Madge Stillinger; the 

Renaud family; Wendy Miles and her 

brother, Randy Rawson; Jim Ludingtonôs 

mother, Fern; Lynda Hillsô sister-in-law, 

Chris Hertz; Ruby Thompson; Sharon 

Huntôs cousin, Todd Hewitt; Carol Sutton; 

Jamie Hortonôs sister, Janell Schutt; Carol 

Nieters; and Gordon Gill.  
 

We continue to remember and pray 
for all service men and women serving our 

country.  

The minutes from the monthly board meetings 
and the monthly financial statements are 
posted on the southern most bulletin board in 
the narthex. Please take time to read them. If 
you have any questions, comments or concerns 
they may be directed to any board member. 

God's Coffee House  
We really need volunteers 

for Godôs Coffee House on 

Feb. & March Sunday 

mornings before the ser-

vices. Trays can be filled and placed in 

the fridge the day before if that would be 

easier. There are a bunch of goodies 

tucked away in the freezer along with 

other snacks on the kitchen counter. 

Doughnuts & fresh baked pastries are  

always good. Thanks to everyone for  

donating. Thereôs a sign-up sheet on 

Godôs Coffee Houseôs table.  

 Reminder!!!!!!!! 
Please bring your donations of non

-perishable food items for the 

Food Pantry  
On or before 

February 20th 

February Birthdays  
2 Larry Ramseyer 

2 Cindy Thomas 

4 Paul Gregory 

6 Johnathn Brown 

7 Michael Briggs 

7 Trevor Casey 

8 Damon Eckert 

8 Beverly Lowe 

9      Autumn Winey 

18 Michael Hosier 

19 Ryan Jackson 

19 Mark Reis 

20 Denise Jackson 

21 Bob Kirby  

24 David Stuart 

25 Jodi Nelson 

25 Patty Peebler 

25 Rebecca Procyk 
 

February Anniversaries  
7 Georgia & Robert Woodward 

14 Doris & Clint Wolf  

21 Nancy & Gordon Gill  

& Prayers& Prayers& Prayers   
In Our ThoughtsIn Our ThoughtsIn Our Thoughts   
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Tomõs Tidbits 
    I have been reading a book by the presenter at the Ministerôs Institute in late 

Jan. I will be attending. It is entitled Missing in America and in it he reports 

the findings of a survey: 

 ñAlmost 200 million people in North America wonôt be in church this week-

end because of four basic reasons: 1. They view the church as irrelevant. 2. 

Theyôve never been invited. Some people think they have to be a member be-

fore they can even visit or they need a sponsor, like at a country club. 3. They 

have the mistaken notion that churches care more about their money than about 

them. 4. Theyôve said ñyesò to Jesus, but ñnoò to the church (They are ñchurch 

damaged). They have endured some horrible experience in a previous church, 

so theyôre angry and feel hurt, let down, or betrayed.ò 

 

  That put some things I have experienced and believe into a concrete way. I have met people in each one of 

these situations. I know that they are out there and that they are missing out on a powerful, life-changing 

experience. They are missing out on a relationship with God and with Godôs people that would help them 

and strengthen them in good times and bad. They are missing out on what you have. 

   Just this week I talked with a couple about getting married. They do not have a active relationship with a 

church even though they both attended church when they were children. They told me that they were having 

so much difficulty finding a church that would accept them that they considered not having a church wed-

ding at all. They had found too many churches that demanded that they change and act and believe the way 

they wanted, so they did not feel accepted and welcomed. That is too often the way people perceive the 

church, as a place that has rules and expectations and not a place of love and acceptance. Yes, we want peo-

ple to grow and improve their way of life and act more in accordance with Godôs will but Jesus certainly did 

not demand change before he offered them Godôs love and help. Shouldnôt we be trying to act like Jesus 

acted? 

    There is a powerful thing as I look at these four reasons. They are all something we can do something 

about, if we are in conversation with people and we find one of these reasons as a reason they give for not 

being a part of a church. Of course that means that you will ever have a conversation with someone about 

church. Now donôt be scared. I know your mother may have told you, ñDonôt talk 

about religion or politics.ò It is something you can talk about. You can bring it up 

by a simple question, ñWhere do you go to church?ò That kind of question is not 

negative. It assumes church involvement and if the answer is, ñI donôt go to 

churchò, you can talk about your church. 

    We have a church that you can be proud of. It accepts all kinds of people. It 

doesnôt demand adherence to strict rules or demand lots of money. It allows for 

people to have a wide range of ideas and beliefs yet teaches the Bible and the im-

portance of Godôs love. We in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) are well 

suited to reach out to people who have been hurt   by the church or who see the 

church as irrelevant or mean spirited. 

   I hope that you will find out more about who we are as Disciples in the classes 

we are offering. You can also do a little reading in books. Just ask. 

   I have a little book that is titled ñYou Might be a Disciple iféò 

Hereôs one: ñYour elder prays about wine but the deacon serves you grape juiceò 

I will put some more in an insert in the bulletin. 

   Love ya, 

Tom 
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February Philia Event 
Philia means ñLove of Friendsò in Greek. 

At Altoona Christian Church Philia is a 

gathering of adults who seek friendship 

along their faith journeys. All adults are 

welcome to join us each month as we light 

heartedly fellowship together. We hope you 

will consider joining us.  

 On February 12 we will cheer on the 

Des Moines Bucs as they take on the      

Waterloo Black Hawks.  Tickets are $12. 

Reservations need to be made to Pastor 

Natalie by February 6th. If you would like 

childcare please let Pastor Natalie know 

Spirit Gathering 
 Lent is a season of reflection and 

growth. A time to draw closer to God and to 

walk in the ways of Jesus.  

 During the Lenten season this year 

you are invited to join us each Thursday 

evening for Spirit Gathering.  

 We will gather from 6-7pm to explore 

Godôs movement in our lives. During our 

time together we will begin to learn ancient 

spiritual practices that connect us deeper to 

our faiths and to the Spirit that guides us.  

Please consider being part of this time of 

prayer, study, exploration, fellowship, and 

growth.  

 We will begin March 17th at 6pm. 

 As an additional piece of our experi-

ence we will be retreating together April 

30th at Prairiewoods Retreat Center in Hia-

watha, IA.  

 If you would like further information 

about Spirit Gathering and the Retreat to 

follow please donôt hesitate to let Pastor 

Natalie know! 

Ladies Night Out  
Would anyone be interested in bringing 

back Ladies Night Out possibly on the 3rd 

Monday night at 6pm at area restaurants. 

This would give all of us ladies who work 

and also those who donôt get a chance to get 

together for great food and fellowship! Let 

us know your input!   

Encouraging Words 
 

I am made in Godôs image, and he doesnôt 

make any junk. God loves me and wants me 

to live a fulfilled life  

ððð 

Life is astonishingly wonderful. Even the 

rough spots often turn out to be pluses. 

Hard lessons make me wiser, kinder and 

more fruitful. 

Poland Trip Presentation 
 Feb. 20th  

 

 During worship, Rev. Angela Doty 

will share her experience traveling with a 

group of 14 from the Upper Midwest Re-

gion to Poland visiting mission partners 

Doug and Liz Searles.   

 Come and hear the stories of how 

Disciples, including the Altoona Church, are 

making a difference there. ACC has pro-

vided materials to the Searles historically, 

youth bells, choir robes, & puppets.  

 Some may remember the Searles 

coming to ACC to share about their work in 

China 3yrs ago.  
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Visiting and entertaining 

the elderly at Courtyard 

Estates in Bondurant on 

December 8th, 2010. 

Playing the chimes during service 

On December 5th, 2010. 

Doing crafts 
 

May 2010, End of season performance. 

Playing the 

chimes and 

putting on a 

puppet show 

in October, 

2010. 


