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Altoona Christian Church 

The Welcome News  
òTouched by Christ to Care and Serveó The Rev. Tom Felts 

Sr. Interim Pastor 
éé. 

The Rev. Natalie Dixon 
Associate Pastor January 2011 

òDinner at Bethlehem Innó 

The dinner theater, ñDinner at Bethlehem Innò took 

place on December 10th and 11th with both  

evenings full of fun and entertainment.  The guests 

were served dinner by the ñservantsò and were able 

to be present on the night baby Jesus was born. 
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The Moatsô family friend, Scott Torres and his fam-
ily; Jennyôs friend, Karen Lauck whoôs battling can-
cer and begins chemo therapy next week; Eleanor 
Miller; Becky and Jay Rosenberger  and their 
grandson, Nickolas Cecchi and their daughter, Angie 
Cecchi; Ken and Carla Briggsô grandsons, Keaton 
and Kyle Pratt and their family; Carol Genovese 
and her sister, Georgia Kost; the Barron family and 
Irvôs sister, Betty Darst; Marvin & Juanita Sheets; 
Alex Champion; Maddie Landwehr; Charlie May-
field; Wendy Toddôs aunt, Mrs. Bristow; Carol Sut-
tonôs mom, Ruth Morrow, and her sister and 
brother-in-law Francis and Jolene Tompkins.  Lo-
nita McLeanôs cousinôs daughter, Karli Bruxboort; 
Connie Miersô father, Leroy Iverson; Geneva 
Huston; Paulette Craggsô friend, Sharon; Vee Re-
hor; Madge Stillinger; the Renaud family; Wendy 
Miles and her brother, Randy Rawson; Jim Luding-
tonôs mother, Fern; Lynda Hillsô sister-in-law, Chris 
Hertz; Ruby Thompson; Sharon Huntôs cousin, 
Todd Hewitt; and for Paulette Franklinôs family and 
friends. (Please let the office know if any changes are 
to be made) 
 

We remember and pray for all the servicemen 

and women serving our country here and abroad. 

God's Coffee House  
Volunteers are needed to bring 

snacks and set up treats on Sun-

day mornings. Snacks such as 

pretzels, animal crackers and 

wrapped breakfast bars are encouraged, but 

quick breads and cookies are certainly appreci-

ated. Following the worship service, would the 

person who set up Godôs Coffee House, please 

clean up the table? Thanks to everyone for vol-

unteering. If you feel youôre unable to bring 

snacks your financial support is greatly appreci-

ated. There is a sign-up sheet on Godôs Coffee 

Houseôs table.  

January Birthdays  
1 Gordon Gill  

4 John Craggs 

5 Mary Heinrich  

6 Inga Brown 

6          Scott Hunt 

6           Carol Genovese 

9 Mike Nieters 

10 Bill Malcom  

11 Guy Willson 

14 Cameron Barr 

14 Shelby Skinner 

14 Norma Stuart 

15 Janice Mart 

15 Taylor Michaels 

17 Ann Billings 

22 Elizabeth Gochnauer 

26 Judi DeMoss 

26 Mike Nelson 

27 Lynn Ann Cronk  

27 Larry Cullinan  

27 Bill Ingle  

28        Audra Doty 

28 Nancy Gill 

28 Amy Heinrich  

30 Derek Hills 

30 Donald Hills 
 

January Anniversaries  
2 David & Angela Doty 

3 Scott & Janet Glass 

5 Mike & Carol Nieters  

14 Ron & Julie Cronk  

15 Ben & April Hitchcock  

30 Timothy & Diane Burget 

& Prayers& Prayers& Prayers   
In Our ThoughtsIn Our ThoughtsIn Our Thoughts   

 

Church Cancellation Procedure!!! 
 

Remember, in the event of inclement weather, 

please check your e-mails. We send out e-mails to 

everyone if any services are cancelled.  

You can also check with WHO and KCCI televi-

sion and radio stations. You can also go to their 

internet sites and click the button for cancellations. 

We will always try to cancel services in a timely 

fashion.  

If you do not have internet, cannot find information 

on television or have any questions about services, 

please call Pastor Tom at 319-389-9384 or the 

church office at 515-967-4382. 

 

During the weekdays, if South-

east Polk Schools are closed, 

the office will generally be 

closed.  

Be safe and thank you for your 

understanding. 
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Tomõs Tidbits 
     It is almost that time as I write this, 4 days till Christmas. The wait is 

almost over. Advent has been a time of waiting and preparation. We have 

decorated our homes and churches. We have tried to ready our hearts and 

minds for a great celebration. I eagerly await the special Christmas Eve 

services. I look with anticipation to gathering with family to exchange 

gifts , eat a wonderful meal and enjoy talking and laughing with them. 

Sometimes the build-up and anticipation does not match up with the ac-

tual event. If, however, we stay focused on the core meaning and not try 

to force too much into it then we can find joy and peace. I hope your Christmas was special and you 

found what God wanted to give you, His love and a message that you are precious to Him. 

    As we enter into the New Year we do so with anticipation for not only the hope a new year brings 

but also with the anticipation of a pastor being chosen. How much do we expect that change to 

mean? What dose this church expect that pastor to accomplish? That depends a lot on what you 

think a pastorôs job to be. Do you see the pastor as óthe bossô? Is she or he to come in and make the 

church grow? Or is it her role or his role to challenge you to follow Christ and do Godôs will?  Is he 

to be a partner in making decisions and sharing in the work that must be done? Just as at Advent we 

anticipate and set our hopes up we need to anticipate and hope for the next minister to serve this 

church but we need to consider honestly what our expectations are. Just as we shouldnôt expect 

Christmas to be make us feel impossibly wonderful we shouldnôt expect the minister to solve prob-

lems with a wave of a hand or to make difference just by being here. 

   Also, just as during Advent there are things that we can do to prepare, we donôt just sit waiting, so 

too, are there things that can be done to prepare. The process was started by the Search Committee 

as they hosted a óWorld Caf®ô to gather your ideas and views of ministry. We can think about what 

it means to be Altoona Christian Church. One of the ways I plan to help is to do a series on the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) to remind those who have grown up here and to inform those 

that havenôt what makes us a unique denomination. 

  I also want to help you understand evangelism better by encouraging all of you to participate in a 

study of ñUnbinding the Gospelò. More details of this will be seen in this news letter and ñFaith 

Notesò. Evangelism and church growth happen because of the church NOT the pastor. Another need 

here is t better understand the call God has for all of us to be good stewards of the blessings God 

has bestowed on all of us, to be better givers and better care-givers. We also need to do a better job 

of responding to hose who have begun to slip away for involvement with the church. All of these 

things can be done with some effort but mainly a desire to do them. 

   Of course Now Yearôs means also resolutions. I hope yours are doable and that you set them with 

Godôs will in mind because then God will help you accomplish them. 

Here are a couple of weird ones: 

I resolve to work with neglected children. (my own). I will balance my check book, (on my nose). I 

will think of a password for my computer besides ópasswordô. 

   Here is hoping you have had a great Christmas and a very happy new year. 

Thank you so much for your well wishes, your expressions of love, your cards and your gifts.   

Love ya,  

Tom 
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FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY-Kick -off  
January 16th ñGrab a paper Bag to do!  
It's been said, "A loaf of bread is Jesus to a hungry 

person".  Think about that in terms to what the 

Food Pantry has been able to provide to hungry and 

desperate people.  Most items needed are pancake 

mix, syrup (sugar and sugar-free), PB and crackers, 

Mac and Cheese dinners, spaghetti and sauce, 

soups, canned veggies, tuna or salmon, canned fruit 

and juices, and pasta noodles, instant oatmeal, laun-

dry soap, and cookies.  Personal hygiene items 

needed are soap, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, 

diapers, and sanitary napkins. Please remember 

monetary donations are always welcomed at the 

Food Pantry too. God has and continues to pour out 

His love and His presence through generous  

provisions.  Thank you to all who make donations. 
  

Turkeys -Thank you to a special elf who cooked 

and provided  a turkey for the Food Pantry Christ-

mas Meal. 
 

SEASON OF SHARING GIVING TREE  
 The Season of Sharing familyôs gifts and a 

holiday meal were taken to Central Place a couple 

of weeks before Christmas so the family was able 

to receive and wrap their presents for their little 

ones this Christmas.   

 The hats, mittens, and scarves that decorate 

the tree during the Christmas Season were given to 

Central Place and will  distributed during the win-

ter to children who have lost these items during 

these wintry months. We were able to donate 59 

pair of mittens and around 100 stocking hats.   The 

yarn for these stocking hats was given during the 

year to Outreach by members of the church.  Thank 

you to the congregation, ACC friends, and our 

ACC community groups who made all of it happen. 
 

Thank You!!!  The Outreach Committee and the 

ACC Staff would like to thank everyone who 

helped our committee during the year of 2010 meet 

all the goals and projects we did during the year.   

Miracles Through Meals  
 

Do you believe in miracles? We do... 
¶ We believe it was a miracle that more than 

21,000 people in Central Iowa came together 

this year to volunteer to help feed the hungry. 

¶ We believe it was a miracle that thousands of 

people donated money knowing that for every 

15 cents given, another meal was provided to a 

hungry child. 

¶ We believe it was a miracle that we were able 

to give food to our neighbors in Haiti, South 

Africa, New Mexico...and across the street in 

our own Central Iowa communities. 

¶ We believe it was a miracle that Meals from the 

Heartland was able to package 8,084,698 meals 

in 2010...twice as much as last year. 
¶ We believe that you were part of making these 

miracles happen, and we just wanted to say 

thank you. Every life is a miracle...with each 

child just as important in God's eyes as you and 

I. 

¶ And we believe the biggest miracle of allé 

 

"For God so loved the world that He gave His one 

and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall 

not perish but have eternal life." John 3:16 

 

Thank you for praying, serving and giving to Meals 

from the Heartland in 2010. Merry Christmas!  

 

The Meals from the Heartland Family 

 

 

 
 
 

 

New Addresses 
 

Derek and Courtney Christenson 

914 Falcon Drive SE 

Altoona, Iowa  50009 

 

Carl and Dana Jewers 

1807 John Street 

Winfield, KS  67156 
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On Wednesday, December 8th, the M&M Troop 

visited Courtyard Estates and had fun perform-

ing for and interviewing the residents about 

their Christmas experiences as children. 

On Wednesday, December 15th, the 

M&M Troop enjoyed their Christmas 

Party.  They received gifts, made crafts, 

played games and performed for each 

other. 


