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Altoona Christian Church 

The Welcome News  
òTouched by Christ to Care and Serveó 

The Rev. Tom Felts 
Interim Pastor 

The Rev. Natalie Ervin 
Associate Pastor September 2010 

VBS Sunday 
August  8th. 

During the Sunday after 

VBS, the children showed the 

congregation the songs that 

they learned.   

The service was followed by a brunch 

that was enjoyed by many. 

A big thank you goes out to everyone who made 

Vacation Bible School possible. 

On August 15th, Mrs. Haines  

visited Altoona 

Christian 

Church and 

talked about 

how in the past 

when there was 

a need, the 

church always 

came together 

and made  mira-

cles happen. 
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Blaine Moatsô mom, Jenny Moatsô parents, Roy 
and Ardyce Poole,; Joan Walker; Eleanor 
Miller; Becky & Jay Rosenbergerôs grandson, 
Nickolas Cecchi and their daughter, Angie Cec-
chi; Ken and Carla Briggsô grandsons, Keaton 
and Kyle Pratt and their family; Carol Genovese 
and her sister, Georgia Kost; the Barron family 
and Irvôs sister, Betty Darst; Joe Procyk Sr.; 
Marvin & Juanita Sheets; Alex Champion; 
Maddie Landwehr; Charlie Mayfield; Wendy 
Toddôs aunt, Mrs. Bristow;  Les Hill;   Sheila 
Santosô sister, Renita Lewis; Carol Sutton; Lo-
nita McLeanôs cousinôs daughter, Karli Brux-
boort; Connie Miersô father, Leroy Iverson; Ge-
neva Huston; Paulette Craggsô friend, Sharon; 
Vee Rehor; Carol Nieters' granddaughterô 
Emily's friend,Hunter and his family; and Carol 
Nieterôs brother, Dan Taylor; Alan Petre; Judi 
Webbôs friend, Chuck;  Max and Madge Stillin-
ger; Cheriôs grandma, Wilma Schick; the 
Renaud family; Barb Geissingerôs cousin, Dale 
Swift and her mother-in-law, Jeanne Geissinger; 
Wendy Miles and her brother, Randy Rawson; 
Jim Ludingtonôs mother, Fern; Paul and Jan 
Hendrickson; Anna Hinesô cousin, Duane Peter-
sen; Ruby Thompson; David Peeblerôs sister; 
Pastor Tom Feltsô mother-in-law; the DeJoode 
family; Sharon Huntôs cousin, Todd Hewitt; 
Lynda Hillsô sister-in-law, Chris Hertz; Ron 
Rieckmann and his family with the loss of his 
mom, Alice.                                                                  
(Please let the office know if any changes are to be made) 
 

We remember and pray for Judi Webb and 

her family, her husband, Rich, left in July for 

active duty as we continue to remember all oth-

ers serving our country. Prayers and Support to 

Rev. Angela Doty! Sheôll be traveling with others 

from the Upper Midwest to Poland to visit with 

and encourage our missionary partners Liz and 

Doug Searles. The trip is planned for Sept. 1-16th.   

 Reminder!!!!!!!!  

Please bring your donations of non
-perishable food items for the 

Food Pantry  
On or before 

September 19th 

September Birthdays  
1 Danielle Champion 

3 Tami Zumach 

3 Joey Procyk 

4 Rich Webb 

5 Tommy Willey 

5 Kaitlin Zaugg  

6 Sharon Hunt 

7         Janette Felts 

9 Ken Pickering 

12       James Kerr 

16 Jennifer Beckett 

16 Ann Kirby  

19 Judy Willey 

19 Courtney Hood 

20 Robert Stuart 

20 Leslie Stahowick 

23       Rebecca Kerr 

24 Jim Pruismann 

25 Dee Bliss 

25 Margaret Briggs 

27 Kalli Peebler 

27 Joseph Cecchi 

29 Chris Wilkins  

29 Randy Heinrich 
 

September Anniversaries  
2 John & Paulette Craggs 

3  Charles & Kristina Steffes-Clayton 

6 Roland & Carol Brown 

20 Robert & June Stuart  

24 Mike & Jodi Nelson 

25 Scott & Jami Hamilton 

30 Robert & Dorothy Gulling  

Regular Sunday Service 

Worship Hours return on 

Sept. 12th at 8:15am & 

10:15am 
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Tomõs Tidbits 
      ñGod is not finished with you yet!ò That 

was the stirring message that a presenter 

gave to a church at a retreat for the elders. 

We were there to begin a spiritual growth 

process that we hoped would also lead to 

growth of the church. It was a powerful re-

minder that sometimes we forget that God 

is the one who ought to be in charge of our 

future. We too often act out of fear. We be-

come desperate and look for something to blame for our troubles, instead of trusting that God will 

help us deal with our problems and bring us into the future. 

   There are so many examples of how the people of God have reacted in fear instead of trusting in 

the grace of God. When the people were in the desert and there was no food God sent manna but 

they were told to only take enough for one day. They were to trust that God would provide for the 

next day. But wouldnôt you know it, some would gather too much and it spoiled. A story that shows 

what happens when we trust the Lord is when the disciples witnessed Jesus ascension they were 

standing looking up to the sky when angels told them to go to Jerusalem and wait. Man, that must 

have been tough, but they prayed and waited and the Holy Spirit came upon them. Wow, things 

happened then. Lives were transformed and people came to faith in Jesus. 

   God has plans for us. God wants us to be His people. God wants us to trust Him and seek His will. 

But what do we do sometimes? We go running off in wild directions using our óworldly knowledgeô 

to solve problems and then ask God to bless the mess we have made. Or we may hide in fear or 

throw up our hands in frustration and give up. That is not what God needs from us. How can we 

find the help and direction we need? Ask! 

Prayer is always essential. Individual prayer and agreeing and praying together are both necessary. 

Prayer that asks the hard questions and waits for an answer, looks for an answer, in all kinds of 

places and ways. 

  Altoona Christian Church is at an intersection. We, like many churches, face challenges that 

threaten to overwhelm us. What are we to do? Trust that God does care about us and wants to help 

us. Believe that we have a ministry to do and that God will be with us to do that ministry. Put our 

best effort to the task at hand and be willing to give what we can to support the work. Seek ways to 

find what God wants us to do. This can be done in Bible study, times of honest discussion. Let us 

not waste this time we have in hand-wringing or non-productive activity. 

  Let us, together, find what God has in store for us. ñFor I know the plans I have for you,  declares 

the Lord, pans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a futureò (Jeremiah 

29:11) 

   It is important to have some connection to the Christian faith to pray effectively. Two men were 

arguing about who had the most religion. One guy challenged the other ñI bet $10 you donôt even 

know the Lordôs Prayerò The other fellow responded, ñI do. Here goes. óNow I lay me down to 

sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to keep.ò The first fellow said, ñHereôs $10. I didnôt think you knew 

it.ò 
 

    Love ya,     Tom 
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MEALS FROM THE HEARTLAND- State wide volunteer 

project on September 4th.  Altoona Christian Church has 

signed up to volunteer at Hy-Vee Hall measuring and filling 

food bags for use around the World.  Everyone ages 5 and up 

may volunteer to package meals.  Please bring with you a 

non-perishable food item or a school supply item to help Io-

wans in need. 

 
FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY - September 19th   Those who  

volunteer with the food pantry can say with confidence that 

generosity is growing rapidly in our community.  Let's keep 

love alive and growing.  Most items needed are pancake mix, 

syrup (sugar and sugar-free), PB and crackers, Mac and 

Cheese dinners, spaghetti and sauce, soups, canned veggies, 

tuna or salmon, canned fruit and juices, and pasta noodles.  

Personal hygiene items needed are soap, shampoo, deodor-

ant, toothpaste, diapers, and sanitary napkins. Please remem-

ber monetary donations are always welcomed at the Food 

Pantry too. Please practice "hospitality"& pick up some extra 

food when youôre grocery shopping.  Thank you to all who 

donate.  
   

CENTRAL PLACE- A BIG THANK YOU!  To all the volun-

teers and for all the donated school supplies that were re-

ceived here at Altoona Christian Church. We had an over-

whelming amount of items. A couple church members volun-

teered the week of Aug. 9th to set-up, stuff back packs full of 

supplies, and distributed the backpacks to our local SE Polk 

youth. They couldnôt believe the smiles on all the kidôs faces 

when they received their school supplies.  Thank you again 

for your help in making these kidôs faces light up! 

  

 

SALVATION ARMY CASSEROLES- 
In the months of September and October weôre donating cas-

seroles and plastic grocery sacks for the Salvation Army. 

Please pick one or more aluminum casserole pans and a rec-

ipe sheet.  After baking the casserole, cover tightly with tin 

foil, & place in the church freezer. There is plenty of room in 

the freezer at this time. Thereôs a tall box by the Food Pantry 

grocery cart that these bags may be deposited into. 

 

THE RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 
Keep pulling those Pop Tabs to benefit 

the Des Moines Ronald McDonald 

House. The proceeds from the pop tab 

project are used for the operational ex-

penses of the ñHouseò. Altoona Christian 

Churchôs family and friends continue to 

help the ñHouseò by collecting tabs. 

Our heartfelt thanks to the donors for this 

very worthwhile project. 

The Ronald McDonald House sends a 

wish list each year asking for support and 

donations. Please take a moment to go 

through the list and see if you can help 

out in any way. Please place donated 

items on the Outreach table. Thank you! 
 

Wish List  
 Grocery items 

Breakfast Rolls & Pastries 

Canned Goods 

Cereal (variety) 

Eggs 

Fresh Fruit & Veggies 

Meat (beef, pork, chicken) 

Oatmeal 

Cooking oil 

Butter (tubs) 

Pizzas 

Lunch meat 

TV dinners 

Breakfast meats 

Individual cereal 

Sliced bread 

Cheese (sliced) 

Snack Items 

Crackers, Fruit Snacks, Granola bars, 

Ind. bagged chips & pretzels 

Little Debbie & Hostess snacks 

Cleaning Products 

All -Purpose Cleaner (409) 

Toilet bowl & Bathroom cleaner 

Glade plug-in refills, Disinfectant spray 

Soft scrub, Pine-Sol, Mr.Clean Magic 

Eraser 

Laundry Supplies 

Laundry detergent 

Dreft baby detergent 

Fabric softener & Bleach 
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The BEST part of 

VBS, according to 

the kids, was: 
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VBS 2010 

August 2nd, 3rd, 

4th & 5th. 
Was wonderful! 

The games, crafts, and science class!  
Maddy Waddell 

The Games! 

When we did science! 

The games, singing 
and doing crafts! 

A
rt!  
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Singing 

and  

Science 

and 

Crafts!  

Outside Activities! 

Art and Singing! Alexis Wolf 

The snacks and singing!  

Sammy and Molly Rooney 

Science and Games! 

The snacks and  story time !  Mallory Nelson 
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